
Internalism 

 

justification from “commonsense” background. 

1. Folk epistemology vs Philosophical epistemology 

2. Justification: having reasons for what one believes 

Epistemic responsibility: reasons of the right kind of believe. “It’s raining” because “2+2=4” 

But having grounds, having reasons, does not imply that what one knows is true. 

3. Two ways of talking about reasons 

i. reason to believe something but not believe it.  

ii. a person’s beliefs are justified only if he/she has reason for believing. 

4. “Epistemic Internalism” and the subjective, rational, point of view. 

Knowledge implies justification, and justification implies a conscious subject who is able to “see” 

that certain things stand as good reason for believing other things.  

This view is standardly called internalism or, often, epistemic internalism. 

epistemic access or cognitive access “internal” here does not mean “taking place in the brain” 

or “inside the body”.  

Propositional knowledge: Knowledge is a kind of relations within terms and propositions.   

Two key features of epistemic internalism: 

(1) Internalist view is individualistic.  

(2) knowledge is only possessed by conscious rational subjects. 

Children and animals simply don’t know anything. 

5. Knowledge and rationality. 

If someone is incapable of reasoned thought, then we might wonder whether they can be said to know 

anything at all. 

6. Making sense of why lucky guesses aren’t knowledge 

lottery ticket wining or the clairvoyant dream of any coincidental truth.  

7. Epistemic responsibility and legal responsibility. 

Normal, sober, sane, adults are responsible for what they do, because they can reason.  

Human fallibility: a person can act in an epistemically responsible way but still be wrong.  

Epistemic Normativity: knowledge is a “normative” phenomenon.  

fact and normativity: boiling point of water. 

two kinds of evaluation: (1) evaluating beliefs with regard to their truth or falsity; (2) evaluating 

beliefs with regard to whether there are good reasons for believing. 

8. What’s next? 

Foundationalism, Scepticism and externalism. 


