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1: What is Knowledge?  

2: Justification: Internalism & Individualism 

3: The Architecture of Knowledge 

4: Perception & Empiricist Foundationalism 
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What is Knowledge? 

 

1. Introduction 
epistemologist raises a lot of abstract questions about knowledge.  

if we don’t have a clear understanding of what knowledge is, we may have no clear way of settling 

disputes of knowledge claims. 

2. What is knowledge?   
two problems: (1) knowledge isn’t observable in the way that physical things are.  

(2) Do we already know? Both side problem to answer the question. 

3. Varieties of Knowledge  
knowing things (objects; people; places)  

knowing how to do things 

knowing that something – sometimes called propositional knowledge, or factual knowledge. 

4. The “analysis” of knowledge 
Knowledge is an abstract notion.  

Knowledge, laboratory and thinking. 

propositional knowledge seems to be a relation between a subject of knowledge and object of 

knowledge. 

But what makes someone stand in the knowing relation to a proposition as opposed to just believing 

it, or hoping that it is true? 

The answer to this kind of question will state necessary and sufficient conditions for knowledge. 

5.1 The “belief” condition 
Knowledge is, or essentially involves, a kind of mental state.  

Human beings, but not rocks or bananas, can “represent” how the world is.  

In order to know something, you have to believe or personally accept it as true.   

If you believe that it is raining, you take it to be true that it is raining.  

5.2 Truth as a necessary condition for knowledge 
When we say that somebody knows something, we imply that they are right in their beliefs.   

belief and knowledge are not the same thing.  

Beliefs can be false, but knowledge has to be true.  

5.3 The “justification” condition 
The lucky guess.  

You shouldn’t believe things without evidence for their truth.  Someone’s belief is true doesn’t 

justify him/her to hold it.   



6. Two standards for belief:  
i) Truth or Falsity: beliefs can be right or wrong insofar as they are true or false.  

ii) Justified or Not Justified: beliefs can be arrived at in “good” or “bad” ways.  

even true beliefs can be arrived at in “bad” ways.  

When philosophers talk about these “good” or “bad” ways of reaching beliefs they often talk in 

terms of whether or not one’s beliefs are warranted or justified.  

Merely true belief is not knowledge, but warranted or justified true belief seems to be. 

There are, then four possibilities here. 

 TRUE FALSE 

JUSTIFIED  1. THE BEST!! 2. Justified but NOT 

TRUE 

NOT JUSTIFIED 3. let’s call this knowledge e.g., 

the lucky guess 

4. plain rubbish 

 

7. The “justified true belief” analysis of knowledge 
Putting together our three conditions we have an “analysis” of knowledge. In order for a person to 

know that something is the case she must: 

(i) believe that it is the case 

(ii) belief must be true 

(iii) belief must be justified 

These are three necessary conditions and together they form a sufficient condition for any claim of 

knowledge. 

 


