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Thought 
Cartesian dualism and two aspects of thoughts: intentionality and rationality 

Reasons and causes 

distinction between reasons for and causes of behavior.  

cause is physical, but reason is outcome of choice-making, which involves desires and beliefs of a subjet. 

Contingent causal regularity vs logical inference or laws of logic. 

The computational or representational theory of thought (CRTT) [jerry fodor] 

The mind is literally a complex piece of computer software implemented on the hardware of the brain.  

Turing machine and functionalism.  

Chomisky’s Mentalese: an universal language of thought or brain language.  

The argument from reason  

[C. S. Lewis (1963), Karl Popper (1994), Alvin Plantinga and William Hasker] 

The meaning of the symbols are completely irrelevant to their causal efficacy, for they would have the same 

causal properties whatever meanings they had, or even if they had no meanings.  

"2," ''+,'' "2,'' "=," "4" 

Epiphenomenalism: If the content or meaning of thoughts has, in the CRTT, no causal influence on behavior, 

neither does it have any causal influence on other thoughts.  

if the meaning or content of a particular thought plays absolutely no role in bringing about any other thought, it 

would seem to follow that it can provide no rational justification for any other thoughts. 

CRTT is self-refuting. Evolution and natural selection is not defense for it. 

The Chinese room argument  [John Searle] 

Chinese room, Chinese symbols and an English rulebook 

Turing Test and intelligence 

System’s reply 

Searle notes, even if such an account is correct, the reply to his argument just sketched essentially concedes its 

main point, namely, that running a program is by itself insufficient for understanding.  

According to Fodor, CRTT is NOT a theory of understanding in the first place.  

The mind dependence of computation 

the “words” and “images” appearing on the screen are intrinsically just meaningless patterns. 

In itself, the machine is nothing more than a hunk of plastic, steel, silicon, and wires, with electrical current 

running through it. 

We give these things meaning. 

Computation is an observer-relative and interpretation dependent phenomenon.  

Hubert Dreyfus’s criticism of computationalism: any set of rules is capable of a variety of interpreiations. 

It is possible to fix the interpretation of a given set of rules by appealing to a set of higher-order rules, but that 

just pushes the problem back a stage, since these higher-order rules are themselves going to be susceptible to 

various interpretations.  

Thought and consciousness 

problem with the claim of the "language of thought” hypothesis by CRTT advocates 

Searle’s the "connection principle'': necessary relation between thought, consciousness, subjectivity and 

intentionality. 

Quine’s indeterminacy of translation. each system of translation was thorough enough to account for all of 

the speaker's behavior. Quine was a kind of behaviorist. 


